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to the miLe). Detai ls of roads 
and main creeks are fro~ the 
Australian Sur'vey Corps one-inch/
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Detai Ls of the tramways have been 
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LIGHT UJ~ :-: ,. , ", S Il,E~i0 '~ i':' _ jell SOC I3 'i Y OF LUST:J,/~L:J'" 

McIVOR TRAMWAY TOUR SATURDAY , ",1 .5th",· JULY 1972 

Welcome to the Society's first tour for some eighteen n onth•• We are 
hoping to nake up fbr this deficit with some interesting s ights today. 

It seens; incredible tha t the najor discoveries node in thi s; area iru the 
last few rlOnths - 2 junctions, 2 siding si tes1, L1 bridges, numerous cattle 
grids; - were not n ode years ago. Perhaps the relative inacc e ssibility of the 
region is mainly responsible f o r thi s , although all theSielfind s" involved a 
certain anOllDt .of walking (about 35 nile.s all told ~). Howeve r any walking 
involved t6day should not pr-oveto be too s trenuous. 

By consulting your copy of the releva nt maps you will see that the actual 
routes of the . branch lines vary cons iderably in places fron those suggested 
on page 26 of L~R~ No. 35. The whole area east of the Triangle has been acc
urately reeorded as far as possible, despite liu ita tions presented by Army 
firing ranges. The alleged branch lines west of the Triangle to Costerfield 
a nd Redcastle have not been located yet let alone being mapped,so ihere i s 
still plenty of scope for prinary research of this t y pe. 

Since the route of the tranway's main line fron Too borac to the Triangl e 
was covered f a irly well in the Society's first tri p to the area in December 
19707 it is not intended to spend tine -looking at t ha t a gain today. However, 
as ~e travel fron Tooborac, ~any signs can b e s e e n Dnd d e t a ils have be e n 
add e d to the napa. 

The t our 8 8 planned will begin a t "Cherring ton. Junction" (f o:t' want of C'l 

better t e rn.) This j~hction was discovere d in April t h is y e a r by literally 
falling over it. You nay find it hard to believe Wh e n y ou see the renains fot 
y ourselves, but it serves to r e inforce the point t h a t t o find anything in this, 
type of country you h a v e t o ge t out nnd wa lk. 

The straigh t b ranch c ontinues up the h ill on a ste ad y gradient and then 
heads e ast toward s t he Moornb oo l State F ore s t sane niles a way. The curved/ 
left h and bra nch turns to t he north-east a nd head s a l ong t h e present Gra y town 
road for a bout hal f a o ile bef or e cu rv ing away t o the north just after cross
ing a deep cre e k bed . We wil l n o t b e ae eing t hi s a s part of today 's t our,but 
y ou nay wish to i nspect t h is pa rti cul ar section if yo u return ~~ ~ -~ ~ Cur):a 

'1 7_0. Gn :,y toT,Vu "r!d Nagan biee th is a fternoon. 

The Gr aytown!Puckapunyal line . 

Afteer leaving "Cherring ton Junction", t h e e a stern bra nch passes through 
fairly poor c oun t ry wh ich h a s becone heavily erod ed in p l a c ~ s. What was per
haps a s n aIl channel be:side the forna tio!1 when t h e trao wa y was o perating has 
weathered greatly to the point afforc ing a d i tch 2-3 f t. in depth and ab~ut 

6 ft. wide leaving the spindly rena ins of t h e few r ecai n ing sleepe:rs s uspend
ed in Did-air for sb ou h a lf theeir l e ngth. The cattl e grid n a rked in the middl e 
of the pactd ock is alDo s,t c oo p l e tely expo s ed to its f ounda tions by erosion of 
the one-tine drain to the north of t h e forn a ti on. 

Althoug h the fo r na ti on i s trace a ble to Ba ck Creek, it is very indistinct 
on the eastern side. As the f ormation curve s back towards the road, its rout~ 
i ~ nade cl e arer by the row of s tuops et c . wh ich ha s be e n bull do z ed a t sooe 
time as the land was cle a red. The cattle gri d narked n ear the r oa d is visible 
fr ,-m ears. 

Just as the line enters Redgate Fore s t, very low e arthworks indicate the 
probable ~it& of one of the original mil l s. The branch curves away into fairly 
thick but scrubby fores:t which is an inrlic a tor o f thee original sou!"ce of the 
linei s we a lth - s leepers, Borne tel e pho n e poles a nd thous a nds of tons of fire
w··l od. 

Somewhere in this forest area is another branchline which appear~on 
a Forests Commissi on map. The actual ruute and junction have not yet been 
found, but the general d irection of the branch fits in fairly well with a 
proposed branch which was marked on the orig inal r.1Clp o f propo s ed lines: attach
ed to the agreement between the Mclvor Firewood and Tinber Con pany and the 
Shire o f McIvor, although the origina l proposed hranch is shown ~s being 
al ong Back Creek a nd n o t through the foreat. 

Afte :& emerg ing fr Otll the forest~ the line travels gently downhi l l to ••••• 
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Gr ay town Junction 

In Dany ways, tra cing the Graytown line has be e n very difficult. This is 
because it was closed in March 1912 according to the "McIvor Tines" of that 
Donth. This would explain why the earthworks - which were very light anyway
are almo~t indistinguishable after 60 years. The second and nost frustrating 
reason is that t h e forDation coyly disappe a rs into the Aroy firing range, but 
El s;Quthward turn cnn juat be seen fron the boundflry fence. Where th e line act
ually finished is still a mystery, especially Aince evidence gleaned fr om the 
"Nagan bie Tines" concerning Cl proposed 1 ine fr on Rea thc,ote viaCbs te:dl~l d to 
Graytown . s((ttlenent indicates th a t the settlenent was 50 r 6 ailes fro8the 
tranway. \A~rial ~hotogra phs of tbe region are being . 6bt5in~diri an attemp t to 
deternine the actual route w: thin the range area, but ' tfl'ey havenQtatrt!ived 

. . . . "1 "; 

ye.t. ' .' . . , I:' 

" On'e ' tangibte rer'lain of the G'raytown line is wh"a'ta ppears 't6' 'hc ithesnoke
b ox off a traction or portableeng,ine. Since the junction :i8 :,lo~ated pn;; l;md 
once owned by Mr Thonas Te han , an o ri g i~a l sharehold~r i9 t h e C'onpany" ii t B 

seens. probable tha t' a nill would have been ne a r by. The discovery of , this 
130 0kebo x. woul d seen t o confiro this. 

The right ha nd leg of t h e junction eventually hends southeast and clinbs 
gr a dua lly throug h lig-h ly f orested c.ountry before re a chinl; the ridge of the low 
hi lls. Th e traowa y se ens to finis.h here , or furthertrac~6 hove been obseured; 
by a fairl y new r oad . Al n o s t without dou bt , ,this i s t h e elus ive Puckapunyal 
branch wh ic.h until now was a ~ leged t o diverge froo the cain line SODe nile s to 
the ~outh of - the Tri a ngle. 

The Cherrin~ton Line 

This l ine was opened by the Mc l vor Conpany about 1907 and was the last 
t o close - in 1926. Since reoa ins on this branch have had to weather the ele
Dents f or only 46 years, the :..' e is nuc h oore t o see ! 

The rese arch conc.erned with t h is section of the line has been Dostpro
duc tive inte r n s of re1ics found. Relatively h e a vy ea rthworks w~re involved 
i n crossing Ma j orls Creek a s we ll as two bridg es - one which is still standing 
a nd showing th e typical t y pe o f c onstruction evid~nt on tin ber traDways, but 
showing an appl i cation with 5 ft. 3 in. gauge. Unf ortuna tely, t h e l a r ger of 
t h e two bridges ha s aloo st d is appea re d apart froo the stuops of a few piers. 
The leng th of the oa in bridge is d ifficult to e s tinate a fter erosion of the 
approaches f or a l Dost ha l f D century, but it oust have 6 ee n 60-80 f ee t long 
a nd about 15 f t . a bove t he wa t er l e v e l of the cre e k. 

Th e line soon rega i n s the side of the r oad and contin~es northwards. A 
s li ght deviation as sh own on t he o a p so on bring s the line bnck on the east 
~ide, north of the present Da i n r oad b etween Gra y town and Costerfield. It is 
n ow that the trBDway enters a n are a provid ing further oysteries. 

De s pite a n ob v i ou sly e as i e r g ra d i e nt al o ng the present sealed road, the 
traDway cnntinues a l ong a ste ad ily steepening g l"ade . A Forests Coouission nap 
s~hows t.1.:..).; tne fill lowing this pa r t icul ar road. The r e as on for this. deviation 
is not yet clear. 

Even o ore s urpria;ing and o yste rious is the fencede8sement tl:i.rou~ 

which the foreation runs f or severa l niles. The line eases gently downhill and 
crosses a cree:k at the b otton of the grnde by Deans of 8 4 span trestle. The 
bridg e is crossable, but fai rly ri cke t t y, ns t h e p iles have been heavily~ 
s coure d by the creek over the years. Once aga in the construction o f the bridge 
is typical of tiober tranwa ys o f n a rr ower gaug e, 

Iooediate ly north o f t he bridge a ra t her snvage grade begins - about 1 
in 30. After cont i nuing for n out 150 y a r d s, the gradient steepens to at least 
1 in 20 or less.! 1 .. 1 t ho u g h th i s " mountai n" fa~()ur~d loaded trllins CODing froo 
Che rring ton, it !"Just have be e n quite a spectacle t o see a Baldwin struggling 
up the hill tender .first wi t h a r ake of eop ties. . 

At the aunoit there are nany r e lics o f a social nature rather than spec
ifically re.lated to the tramway itself~ Unfortunately, n ost of the ancient 
b ottles have been snashed, but severa l s o all "Dr. Morse' s Indian Root Pill's" 
bottle~ were discovered s till in one p i e ce. An interesting aside is that the 
p ill bo ttle s are l1arked- " Bo ttle n ade in Japan" (sic)o 
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P a g e 5 

Another interesting thing a bout t h is ,a rticular site (which we t h ink 
wa s Ke llyls _Siding ) is the number of tre e stuops still in evidence. It is 
perhaps the?ost accurate guide to t h e a ppearance of the area as it was during 1

t h e twentiesJ"wi th r:wny c h arcoal burners e ng aged in i'1a ki ng sone rlOney fron the 
r ena ins ' o f the timber l ef t by the firewo od cu tte rs. About 200 yards northwest 
is an old ch a r60al burner with several areas of ash around it. 

,About a nilefurther north nre the rena ins oL a snaI l trestle bridge 
which has collapsed, rra ces o f the line a re very indistinct near the ro a d,but 
north of it there lis nothing' l e :ft because of p loughing . As 'roadworks ha ve 
obli terate,d the trooway foru ation al on g ;th e Cherring ton ro a d, the ae.tual point 
at wh ichth~. fornation en erged fron thepacfuock: h a s not be e n locate d, but we 
h a v e n a ppe·J;l ' it as accurately as possi ble where··it seen s no s t likely. 

The t e r ri inus of l t h e li n e was covered fairly qu i ck l y on the Society's 
fir s t Mclvor trip in Deceobe~ ~970. Wi~h a n ore thorough investigati on, so~e 
further' relics could be fOUI'd. 

. - . . 
{ ~-~...-.~----,----------------

The tranway opera ti ons of the 8clvor Tinber & Firewood Conpnny. 
----------~---------------~-~-----~-,-----------~~-------------

Through a n a greeoe nt s i gn ed on 22nd Ma rch 190 6 betwe en th e Shire of 
Mc lvor a nd the Mclvor Ti ob er and Firewood Conpany P ty. Ltd .; t h e c oo pany was 
enpowe re d t obuil d t hei r traml" a ys n long: ~oads within t he Shire b oundari e s a t an 
a nnual r ental of 2/6 per o il e . Th e cocpany agre ed to o ~e ~nte .th~ tranwa y f or 
a o ininmn of 15 y ear s- wi t h an option of r enewa l f or a f urth e r 15 ye al~s. 

Th e coopany egt a bli ah ed its e l f at a s i te ab out 1 of a oi1e no~~h of Too 
b or ao . Exte nsiv e sidi nga we r e l aid a nd conn ec t e d to the V R He a thcote Junc tion 
- Bendi g o line , the fina l porti on o f which c~o8e d i n 1968 (Jun c tion to He a t h
cote). The c onpany h ad its off ice s , worksh op&, l oc orI'ot ive shed and sawnill s 

. located h e r e a t~clvor S i d ing . Th e fo roe r nanage r 's r es ide nce a nd t h e ol d l oco 
she d a re s till stand i ng . The ma j or r evenue earner f or the company was the cut
t ing a nd nilling o f f irewood f or i n dus t r ial and doo estic u s e i n Mel b ourne and 
Be nd i go , a l t~ou~h ouch tr a ff ~c i nvolved s l eepers for the V R as well as 5ft. 
a n d 7 f t~ t iobe~s f or the Bendigo g ol d nines.A c e r t ain ao oun t of tra ffic invo l 
v erl the cutting ~nd cart ing of t e l eph one po l e s as we ll a s a n e xtensive ch arco a l 
traffic - e specially during the e a rl y 1920's . 

As sh own by t h e l'W pS , t he o ain li.ne followed the road f airly cl osely f o r 
12 o iles t o the Tr ian g l e . Be tween Mclvor S i. d ing and t h e Tri ang le, severa l s i d 
ing s were laid t o l? orve oi l13 e s..t a b li shed a t tho8>e po i n t.s. Parker's Sid i ng , 
with a capacity o f 20 wegQ ns, wa s 4 o i l a s fro~ Mclvor Sid i ng . Other sidings 
were : Sing l e t on's S i d i. ng {7 o i 128 ; 2 5 wagon s ) , Tri ang l e (12 o il es ,25 wagons) , 
Connelly's Sid ing ( 16 o i l es ; 2 0 wag~ns) , Kelly ' s S{ di ~g ( 18 n ile s ,18 wa g on s ), 
Bnd Cherri ng ton Ta r n inus ( 2 0 wag on s ). Wi th i n a f e~ year~al l n illing was c on
centrated at Mclvor Sid i n g, .w i ~h t h e conpa ~y buy i ng t i mber froo the f ores t 
worke rs on a royalty b a sis pe r truc k load . 

'An inllieatf.on o f th e r oyal t y paynents a n1 the h igh tu r nover of lab our 
c a n b e se en in a dv e rtis·ement \vhi ~h ' i s t Y'p ical ,of those which a ppeared f a irly 
fr e quently in the loca l n ewspapers. ego Froo t he !1Nn gan b ie Tine s" 2 8/7/1911 

"Fire wo od cutter s ~ Wanted fi fty cutters, £ 1 per' t r u ck fo r Millwood . 21s. pe r 

tFuck 5ft. bo il e r woo d . Maid e n paddocks; , Mclvo r F.he woo d Co. To ob or a c." 


Irtward$ frei ght for th e o ills a nd cutters~ caops w~s c a rried fr e e, a s 
wer e eoployee s and o t het pa ss eng0~ s offe ring , alth6ugh passenger accooDoda tion 
wa s never provi ded by t~ e c o~pany. Th e line W3 S la i d fo i 151 o ilas al o ng 
r oads, 11'1. lOch . i n a Gove rnoent, Reserve, 11 o iles i n f ore s t rese rve s and Itn . 
10 c h . on priva tely owned land.When t h e c oopany's a greeoe nt with the Shire 
e xpire d ?_11\ 1921, t h e c oopany d id no t t a k e u p its opt, i on . In s tead it continued 
to ope rate at an annual renta l to the Shire of £1-6-11, with v a rious other 
aoounts to private land owne rs.(£1 ,£1,£2, £ 10, £ 13-1D,£53 respectively. In addit 
ion, £18-4-0 was paid to one of the priv at e landh ol d ers for a water-right.) 

In 1926-7 there were 33 ch a rcoal burners employert along the line, and 
over a 3 year period prior to this a total of 8,055 t ons of charcoal wa s taken 
out to marketa over the t ranway. A Mr Jeff r ey of Bend i gp was the l e ssee o f 

, 1.02 retorts, eigh ty o f wh ich we re s t i ll ope r a ti ng about th e tioe the tram-vay 
c losed. Freight ch ar ge d by t h e Mclvor COdpany ~as £1-13-0 pe r 1 1 ton truck, and 
£2-17-3 pe r 16 ton truck. 

http:inllieatf.on
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Lo c ono t ives a nd ll011ing St o ck Page 4 

Motive powe r on the traQway network was first provi d ed by two Bal dwin 

2-6-0 t e nder e n g ines whi c h were purchas e d second hand fro n t h e 8state of the 

l a t e J ohQ Robb . Bobb h ad i n port e d the locos fron Anerica for construction work 

at the Vict oria Dock and work a ssociated with widening the Yarra rive~ near the 

Port of Melbourne. Bo th engines we~e identical and built in 18 89. When purchas

Qri by t he Mclvor Conpany they were naned "Major" and nMclvor" after creeks: in 

t h e d i s trict. ' 


The e n Rine e wei ghed 40 t on s r oadworthy with 14in. x 16 in. outside cylin
; .' de rs and a 140 lh. bo il e~ pr e ssure. Of typical Anerican appearance, they had 


s lid e v 'a lves Daunted above the cylinde~s but opera ted via exterior rocker arns 

fron ins ide v a lve gear. Ba r fr anes,ext e nded snokeboxes nnd large s and and stean 

d one. ~ con ple 't e ' t h e b a sic spe cifications. The Zltean dooes carrie d two saf.ty 

Talve 5 and larg~ ,deep-toned whi ~ tln~. Mounted forward of ~ach tall ~to.epipi 

I'!taok lfaA a large kerosene headlight .\dDila~ to those found on V R e ng ines of 

th e. period . 


- Alth ou gh withd~awn ?bout 1925 th e y were not innediately scrapped but put 
up for s ale with the ~est 01 the company's assets. A return lodged with the 
Registra r o ~ Conpaniescovering the period 1927-28 lists assets as including (] 

"Locoa otives , tru cks, steel r ails and firewood,Dw e lling and Office buildings, 
!-,o co she d s;, -stables, etc." In the saDe report it is r e corded that sone payoent 
wa s n ade t o the V R for naintenanc e of tolling stock, sonetina within the per
i od ~-2-1927 and ~-2-1928. 

A later r e turn s h owing the r e alisation of assets ind ica tes t he sale of 
"Rcrap iron"to Hanl e y Bros. on 2 6 t h October) 8th No~enber a nd 6th Decenber 

1929 i n l ots of £ 100 each. On 20th De c ember 1929 the Moreland Metal Co. Ltd . 
b ought a quantity of bra ss f or £ 5 1-12-5. Therefore it seens that th e two 
Mogul s survived at Toobora c for s everal y e a r s a ft e r closure and were scrapped 
only when a bute r c ould nn t b e found for the n,sinc e t h e iten s n entioned app W, 
ear v e ry l a t e i n th e proc e s s of wihd ing up th~ conpa ny. H,

To r e place th e two a g eing 2-6-0's, the Mclvor Co. purchased a "W" class W. 
4- 6- 0 Bal dwin te nde r e ng ine fr on t h e V R for £1500. This wa s W 227 a nd carried T. 
builder's nunbe r 6633 of 1882. Th i s l o c o h ad 16in. x 24 in. cylind e rs (outside), J . 
4 ft. 3 in. driving whe e l s , 140 lb. bo iler pre ssu re a nd an a p prox. Tractive ' R. 
Effort a t 80% b o i le t pressure o f 13 ,500 l b . The g r a t e ar ea was 15.92 sq. ft., 

whe el b as e, If0 ft. 3t in, overa ll len !~ th 48 ft. Ilt in., adhesive wei ght 25 tons , 

18 cwt a nd a t otal we ight o f 61 t ons 18 ewt. 
 t h 

Fur t h e r e videnc e of the fa te of t h e W cl a ss h a s been found in a return 19 
t o t he Reg i s tra r of 'Con pa nies. In 19 32 Cl locomotiv~ , s on e rails and sundries 'da 
were va lued at £ 600-70 0. In a r e turn da ted 24th March 1934 th e value had cras h  Ma 
a d to £100. A f urthe r r e portda ted 2 rid July 1934 and c ov e ring the period ~-2134 

t o. 26-6-34 showe r} th a t the loconot'i ve had been so Id on 9th Feb rua ry f o r ~f.50. 
 t h 
A n onth l a ter on March 9th, t he V R collected another b a r ga in the points and Go 
crossing s ~t Mclvor Sid i ng for £20. ab 

ofRo lling s tock owned by the Mclvor Co. consisted o f sone 65 wo oden franed 

4 whee l e d trucks purc ha s ed s e c ond ha nd fron the c ontra cting f irl"1S o f C & E 

Miller and J ohn Robb . The se veh icles h a d flat t ops with iron uprights a nd 

cr o ssbars~i e ach e n d a nd were l oaded with leng ths of wood laid across t h en. 

The se. wagons we re purely f or inte r n a l use on the tr anway. Two of t he s e tru cks 

we re f itte d with iron wate r t a nks to s up ply wa ter to outlying cau ps. L Iso inc

lude d in t,h e t o tal of priva t e ly owned war; ons were eight l ow-sided open truck s 

but t he ir e xact u s e h as n ot be e n d i s covere rt . 


Most o f the " through" l oa d ing ( c oopared. to the tinbe r de stined for the 

b l ocking o ills a t To oborac) wa s carried in V R wag ons which were pern itte d t o 

opera te over the tr anwa y network. Jd th ou gh no s t of t h e V R r o ll ing stock used 

orr the line cons isted of I wag ons of 10 tons capacity, a r e ference has been 

u near thed (see c over) i nd icating t h e use of b og i e Q It wagons for the carriag e 

of t e l eph one poles. A 2 1 ton weighbridge wa s install e d a t Mclvor Siding to 

cater f or the t h rough load ing conve y e d hy V R wagons. 


Safeworking on t he tr anwa y 1 0 es n o t appear to have existc::,d, althoug h a 
t e l eph on e line was ins talle d f or c ODDunicati on. »0 eTidenc~ 'ha~ b~.n f6und of the 

t h e 
any s erious accide nt occurring on the line, which wa s gove rned by a 15 n . p .h. u p 
speed licit. However va r ious acci dents o f the type occurring to Mr Kennedy s a l 
(s e'e c over) h a ve been f ound i n loc al pa pe rs. (Mr Kennedy was hurt fairly ba d ly 

bu t r e c ov e r ed l ) 
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A certain anount of inforuation reproduced below has been taken fron the 
Report uade to the Vict.orian Parliament by the Standing Connittee on Hailways 
in 1927: following the offer of the traoway to the V R by the Mclvor Conpany. 
(see Victorian Pqrlianentary Papers. Vol. 1 , 1927 pp 759 ff.) The najor port

. 
i ,
" 
on':lf however, has . been i;al\en iron. files held in the Archives of the La 'Probe... -. 

Library, f'winlY' jinvol ving return9:10dged with the Registrar of Conpanies • 
..' ; ., The Mclvor f·ile- is No .4025 and the 'shareholding details and the nine of 

infornation concerning the winding up of thecoopany have has been taken fron 
this source. 

Froo the share allotoents set out ,be low, it can be _se_e~ . that the con.paqy 
was essentailly local a:nd was very prdJitable for the sDall,. nut:lber of share-: 
holder~ involved. The ~riginal c apital , was £10,000 consi~ting of 20,000 shares 
at 10/- each. The 'directors at the tioe the ~oopany was f-orned, and the extent 
6fthe~j shareholding are aA follows: 

Heroan Henry Schlapp Investor 500 shares Director 
Willian Noah Hedges 500 11"" 

11Williao Knox M.H..R b ·500 
aThonas Tehan Grazier 500 


John Langtree Reilly Surveyor 1 share . 


Wi thin a very short space of tiDe the situation was as follows: 

Sharea payable Shares paid up otherwise 
in cash than in cash. 

W.Knox Menber of House of Reps. 800 
H.H. Schlapp Investor · 3999 
W~N. Hedges 5300 
T. Tehon Grazier 500 
J.L.Reilly Surveyor 1. 1200 
R~C. Anderson Stockbroker 200 

Unfortunately sone. of the returns. are missing from the Mclvor file and 
there is little indicntion of the extent of shareholding between 1906 and 
1925 apart fron notification of Directors of the eonpany. --ego In a return 
'da~ed 28-2-191.~ the Directors were Messrs. Schlapp: Hedges and Tehan anrt the 
Mana~er at Mclvor Siding was Mr W.E.Prince. 

By 1925 however a rather inter~sting picture has eoerged with over half 
the 42,000 pair! up shar08 in the hands of two' Directors and the West ·Anl.itraliar. 
G·oldfields Supply Ltd. of Kurrawang, \"l.A. (The figure of 42,000 shares Cane 
about by the increase over t:le registe,r~d cap~tal of the company- £10,000 
of 22,000 :x 10/- shares on 19--4-1924.' , 

The Return of Allotnents dated 3.1.-:-8-1925 shows the shareholding as below 

Preferential Ordinary 
Schlapp, H.H. ' Collins at. Melb 4 Investor 11,500 
Hedges W.N. Perth W.Ac " 5,750 
West Aust.GoldfieldsFirewood Supply, Kurrawang ViA 5,250 
Prince W.E. Tooborac Manager 500 
Klug G.C. ' Collins St. Melb. » 625 
Hanilton R. Boulder W.An ~ 625 
Sutherland J.HG Boulder W.A. 11 625 
Nicolson Mrs A .C. Sth Yarra Vic~ Widow 125 
T~han T. Mitchell1s Ck~ Vie. Station Owner 1,500 
Reilly J.L. Queen st. Melbo Surveyor 3,000 
Stawell W. "~" Solicitor 500 

By confirnation on 4-:--2-~1927' of are8olution nade at a neeting on 18-1-27 
the McIvor Tinber and Fir ewood COl2lpany went into voluntAry liquidation, with 
th~Company's Se6reta~y - Ro bert Norf61k - appointed as liquidator. The winding 
up of the COQpany is clearly s.ee n in the detailed returns shown below. The 
sale of roils. naturally nakes up the oajor portion of ihe realisation of assets 

• 
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but the Bost interesting thing is the names of the buyers with their obvious 
connections; with other private railways - e g o Hayden Bros. is almost certainly 
the HaydenB.ros. of Barwon Downs, W.W. Gunn hDd connectionra l"iitha tr.at:lwnyat 
Cross;o'Ve'r:; -' north of Warragul; Dnd the MMBW purchase probably was connected 
with the construction of the Silvan !)80. There was obviously no ha:l rush to 
buy up rail , judging by the steady s a les of rail and material n~er 6 years • 

.. 

'Date ' Purchaser iteo 	 Price.--' 
2q-1-19z8' Hayden Bros. . Rails 	 £100 . 

' 16-2 I : "' · ' . "" . . ." £139-18-8 

2q-2 " , 11 £119-13-6
" 

it12-:3 '~ '. 	 £f 19-2 -3" " 
1q-3 " It £122-3-6 
19-3 Ki lroy & Storry Sal e of PLiht £111-0-3 : 
3-5 w.w. Gunn Rails £222-13-11 
1q-5 VI .H.Cheverton £ 50 at" 

" 	 oj26-6 " " £ 8~-18-5 

17"';'7 M M 13 IV £781-6-7
" 
28-7 Lion Iron Rolling Co. 	 £250" 

n2q-8 " " 	 " £250" 
n2q-9 " " 	 " £250" 

28-9 J.J. Ezard 11 £119-12-6 
23-10 J.F. Ezard £119-17-5 
27-10 Lion Iron Rolling Mills n £250 a t: 
8-11 J.E. Toole & Co. £299-8-3" 

cl l16-1-1929 Lion Rolling Mills Hails £250 
11 thl9-5 Toole & Co. £132-3-1 

wh(16-5 " " 	 £ 16-13-7" 
n 	 anr:25-5 Cap~~Ton, Sutherland &Sewnrd £133-2-3 

n Mc ] 1q-6 	 " £121-lq-2" 
27-6 Toole & Co. 	 11 £572-2-0 CO f 

n13-7 M " £558~16-11 
19-7 11 " " £557-8-0 lir 

1126-7 Hayden :Jros;. £196-12-10 	 StE 
It1-8 W.W. Gunn 	 £100" 

11 	 lir1--8 Toole & Co. £275-5-7 
22-8 u " " £189"'-16-2 Cl c 
26-8 Shire of McIvor Coal £ 28-2-5 

q-9 Caneron & Sutherland Rails 	 £1q2-7-1 Go'V
lq-l0 Shire of McIvor Coal £ 4-3-3 

18-10 Can~ron & Sutherland Hails £ 13-1-0 
 Mi r 
26-10 Handley Dros • . Scrap Iron £100 · - locos' ? ( ir 

It n8-11 	 " " £100 
'" . 	 COl'

18-11 Caneron & Suthe~land Hails 	 £ 31-0.,;.3 li r 
3-12 W.W. Gunn 	 £126-11-3n 	

:" i e 
6-12 Han~ey Bros'. Scrap Iron £100 


13-12 , Camero h & Sutherland Hails £ 18-5-6 que
20-12 More land Metal Co. Brass £ 51-12-5 - boiler tubes? 	 enc 
18-1-1930 Cameron & Sutherland Hails £' 5-18-11 jus 
27-2 J.E. Toole & f30. £203-9-3 Den" 
10-3 Lion Rolling Mills 11 £429-11-3 of 
31-10 Toole & Co. " £3q7-3-9 

118-11 Colonial Sugar llefiningCo. £409-3-7 	 "Na 
trn 

5-2-19}1 Hanley ~3ros, . Sale of Scrap £ 68-11-0 	 .. , . a I 
13-5 H. Richarclson Sale of Saws £ 19 a f 
20-5-1932 Lovi g TIros. Steel Scrap £1q7-10-9 der 

1--6-1932 NI i 11 e.r & Co. Hails & pi p~ng £263-6-10 a r 
22-6 Peninsular LL,F Co. Weighbri dge . £ 26-10-0 

2-3-1933 Lovi g Bros. Scrap Sales ' £ lq-6-10 

6-6-1933 Anclerson Bros. Log Jinkers £ 22-4-0 




Page 7 
In a re-turn dnte .-l 24th March, the Locoootiv~,nails and Sundries were 

valued at £100. 

Date Purchaser Tten 	 Price 
( ---. , 

9-9-1933 w.tl; Hedges Hails £425 
27::"9 , " 11 , " £140 
S~pt.1933 W.E. Prince Old ,BuiLlings £ 158-13-1 

9-2- 1934 Victorian Hailways .Loconotive £ 50-0-0 
9-3 " 	 ' Purchase of Points & Cross-ingaa t11 

Tooborac and releasing all clains in regard 
to the siding £ 20-0-0 

4-4-1934 Mitsui Bussan Kaisha Ltd. 
Steel rails & Scrap £ 67-3-3 

13-4 W.E. Prince Balance of Scrap and 
Rails at Tooborap £ 10-0-0 

The McIvor Coopany wos finally wound up 6n ,25th June 1934 at 12 noon 
accord ing to the final iteu in the La Trobe Library file - a declaration 
of Non-Attendance of Meobers at 'the Final Winding -Up Meeting. 

~ •• " the said 	neeting was not attended by~wo oeobers of the 
said conpany.~ •• 

Thus closed another chapter in history of Victoria's private railways. 

---~---------------

other railway 	proposals .in the area 

Asne.ntioned earlier in this booklet, lthen the decision was nade to 
close down operations because of thedecliningnining industry in 3endigo and 
the inroads f into the firewood industry by the new wonder fuel - briquettes; the 
whole tranway syaten was offel'ed to the V H as a going concern - lock, stock 
and barrel::" for £15,000; or £12,000 for the line and faciliti~s alone. The 
McIvor conpany urged strongly for retention of the line since it would have 
cost only £1.500 approx. to recondition the W class. 

Since the 'tranway wos closing because of a decline in the narket for the 
line's basic. revenue earner, it is quite understandable why the V It and the 
Standing Connittee on Hailways were not interested in taking over the line! 
It was claio~d by the V R that it would cost at least £12,000 to bring the 
line up to a standard sufficient to carry "DD" class locomotives at 10 m.p.h. 
Closure, therefore, was the obvious nnd inevitable fate. 

It ia interesting tanote that this was not the first cove to have a 
Governoent railway built in the area. 

" On behalf ofMr McDrid e, Minister for Unilways, who is ill, Mr McKenzie 
Minister of Lands, received today a large deputation of residents of Moornbool 
(introduced by Mr John Gorcion lLL~A.) whos,e re.ques,t was that a line should be 
constructed to the Moorobool g,ettlenent, either fron the, Mclvor Tiober Coopany's 
line, a length of 6 niles, or to connect with the Heathcote line via Coster
:: ield, a length of 15niles ••.••• " (McIvor Tines 23/5/1912) 

The firs,t deputation to the, Governnent was unsuccessful and the whole 
question was brought up ag~in phout fourteen oonths later. Furthet correspond
ence took place- with the V R who replied in the vein toat the railway was not 
justified b:v the traffic offering nnd "that the best course is tor an arrange
uent to be oade with the McIvor Tinhernnd Firewool Conpany for an extension 
of their tranway" .(to Graytown settlet'lent ,.. G.Inglis) (HcIvor Tines 20/11/1913) 

The sane c,ontroversy seen fro::1 a slightly different viewpoint by the 
"Naganbie Tines". In the issue for 31/5/1912, a locol protested that "if the 
tran eonpany (sdc) cane in it would have a nonopoly, as it would not put down 
a line unless the settlers a~reed to sell all their wood to it. And as it gave 
a fixed price, and nn unreasonahly low one at that, for the wood, the people 
derived no benefit fron any rise in the market. They desire an open narket and 
a pernanent line." 

An BrlUs;ing sideline to the second deputation nade in August 1913 concern

• 
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1ined aconncnt alleged to have been nade by a Heathcote businessnan during the 
deputation, and reported in the 11Nagaobie Tines ll for Friday 15th August 1913. nee 

fo1" I ao a ileathcotc businessoan, and send~ut a cart with goods to oy 
custoners. The wood carters nake the roads very bad, so I would like 

A T a line laid ~riwn to Moornbool: ~~cause the carters worild then go out 
there to work,and the roads would be better for riy cart." 

FirNeedless to say, the line was not built 1 
on-_....... _---'""---_._-
an~other jottings fron local newspapers 
quo 

Most of the extracts which follow breathe life into history of the Mclvor 

Traoway. They also pose sooe" problens as the coouents in brackets indicate. 

Naganbie Tines 20/12/1912 IIGraytown Jottings11 


11 ThE:' runour is again about that the Mclvor ,TraD CO .o is going to build a 
line fron the Triangle to the Costerfield Antiuony oine.The oining coopany 
is going to erect soelters;, and will require a railway to haul flux and other 
naterial to the nine and its ore/or rather,netal a'way. Possibly in the near pO t 
future Graytown will be a suburb of Costerfield."(When was the Costerfield a1s 
branch 7 if any - built?) . . and 
~~bie Tine s 27/1/1911 110wing to the shortag~ of railway truyks, the Tooborac A l! 
Traoway Co. i~ only running one train per day, and it is said that the railway fit 
authorities will not guarante e to supply it with oore than six trucks per day sp 

' .' i for the next two or 	three nonths" • woo 
Mclvor Tirles. 19/12/1912 11Mr It-Carr hod the nisfortune to lose his valuable ro i l 
sheep dog lW'aIIeye) through being run over by the Uclv.or Tiuber Co I strain, ib1 
this being the fourth nishap at the sane spot." fro 
~I~_c lvor Time s; 13/3/1913 ( In a letter to the Editor referring to the newly t he 
installed electric streetlighting in Heathcote being Dounted on spindly rai 
"crooked looking sticks" 0.) • o.lIAlnost every second week one can see 'truckloads and 
of hands~oepole& leaving the Mclvor Tronway Co's siding to adorn the streets go" 
of Swan Hill, Murtoa, Hanilton, and various other towns in the state ••• " reg 

"Onlooker" • for 
Mclvor Tioes 6/11/1913 "Ll',.,TE TU1...IN. The Dorning train froD Melbourne clue here 

'. (Heathc.otey-at 11-41 a.o. did not reach here until 1-35 pn. today ~ or 1 hour 
andand 54 ninntes lateo The cause of the delay was the derailo.ent of· two trucks 

a t the ' Hclvo:::, Tin')erCo' G Si d ing, Toohorac n" 	 eng 
caul!~gar..!.~ie Tine s .15/1/1909 
and"It is'expected that the strike of woodcutters at Tooboracis now at an end. 
1inThe nen were to res;uoe work on Wednesday at an increased pay at 1/- per truck 
wayfor ni llwoedonly. This is not all the QeD were asking for, but it was the 
ThEonly ao~cession the conpnny could see its way to accede, and if it was not 
itsaccepteaQ the conpany was quite prepared to close the tranway down for six 
awe':'}onths •• 0" 
I'M}Na0anbie Tines 26/1/1912 Graytown Jottings" "The working of the State Coal 
l oeMine seens to have had a bad effect on the ilendigo 5 ft. wood trade. The Mclvor 
corTran Co. is sending little, if any~ 5 ft, wood away, while there are scarcely 

any drays . cartin~ to Heathcot.e 00." bui 
( i j 

Source ,naterial for this booklet has been, and is still being, o)tained from 
.. the fil~s of the "McIvor Tines," and "Naganbie TiDes" in the La Trobe Library. lil 

Other references.: A.II,.H.S. Bulletin No. 43, May 1941 pp 56-59. 1il 
":Farewell to the Tinber Line" -:" K.W. Turton.(li..il..lI.S. Vie. Div.Novenber 1968) cal 
Conpany records held in the La Trobe Library Archiv,es, Melbourne(File No 4025) anc 
plus actual investigation of relics and reoains in the area. in 

po, Tb is hookl&t was prepared by Frank Stauford andG~aene Inglis , July 1972. 
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aGm RAI UffA Y RESEA RCH SOCI:.~'I'Y OF AUSTRALIA , UcIVOR TOUR, 1 5th JULY 1972. 

We cannot give you 0 r ide on the tramwa y today , had we o rga.nized our tour 
65 years earlie r we could h ave - at least t o Puckapunyal, a s the Cherring ton 
line had not been built then. ''''hat would we have seen"6 5 y ears a go? ThE? 
nearest thing t o Cl report or a fan trip t hat we have b een able to find i9 the 
following article from t h e " Mc lvor "f im e s f.,. Rodney Adv ert i ser" 2 3 rd May 1907. 

A TRIP ON THE TOOBORAC T RAM"'i/AY 

At the kindly i nvitat i on of the gen i al ma na ger of t h e McIvorTimber f.,. 

Firewood Co. (Mr.Pri n c e ) our r epres e nta tiv e ac companied seve ral l ocal townsmen 
on a visit to the Compan y ' s wo rks at Toobo rac,. a fe",' da,7c a go. After a pleas
ant drive along the picturesque Toobora c zooad the par ty arr i ved a t the head
quarters of the Comp any tl1hich i s situated a b out half a mile f rom the Tooborac 

r 	 railway station. Afte r enjoying t h e hospital i t y o f t he off ic i als of the company 
a hurried inspection waa m~de of t he ,,'pe r at ions a~c this "<!nd of t he works, ' as . 
we we r e inf ormed tha t the trai n for Mi t c he!.ls-t: oh'n would b e due to leave in 
about ten minutes. A vis i t was fi r s t p a id to the bu i lding whi c h is u s ed as the 
office, from whenc e . the operat:i.ons of t he company a re d ire ct ed , the tram line 
running past t he d oor. It is ' n eatly f it t e d up , the office ' being in ':he f ront 
portion, a comodious dining r o om leading off from the office, The building i s 
also used as a dwell ing fo r the of f i c ial s , s eve ral bedrooms b eing p rovided, 
and their '\::reature com.forts" (1 ..:e prE.Farec"'c in 'ch e re~r portion of the house. 

C 	 A litt l e distance a ....'ay f r om the offi ce i s the eng ine~house a n d carpenter I sand 
fitting shops, where a ll r epai r s e t c are ot t ended to , "the ·building being Cl VfJJ~y 
spacious one. On the op p osit e s ide 2:£ "::he line is s i tuat ed one of the Company;' s 
wood-mills, where the wood i s s a \V'n in-;.: o blocks for househo l d purpos es. The 
mil l s are fitted up to permit of t he hand3_j.ng 0::: t he \,lood i'lith the l east p oss
i b l e labor, and to e ff e c t t h i s end r t h e conpany ' s t r uck s loa ded with timbe r 
from d own the line are r u n up o n cm · elevat ed siding aiongs ide t h e mills, and 
the blocks when c u t fall i nto c. lGr ge wood.en hoppe r, "'.lnde r ,·,hich t h e Govt. 
rai lway trucks r e c eiv e i t, Th e mi llso.r.e Z'U!1 by t'~o lCi:;:ge portable engines , 
and are capable of t urning out a l o 'Cge q u o.;:) t i ty of sawn blocks each day. The . 
gov t. trucks when loaded a re run ont o C'. weighbridge ( which a utomat icd.lly 
reg i sters the weigh t of t he ,V'ood a nd "':hey are t h e n s h unt ed onto t h e ma inline 
:fo r transport t o the ir des tina-:: ion . 

The engine with its empJcy trucks H O.S no,., ;c r;:o dy t o s t ctrt d o...m .the line, 
a nd "all aboard l l was t h e ot-der si''len" ~:le 5c:camb led i n -i:o the t ;.:u.c k next t o 'che 
eng ine ( some of t he efforts of '~he pClrty "to c l amber ov er the s :"de of the . truck 
causing a number of emp l.oy ees presen'i: t o srr i le , Ho~.,e·..r e~: , ~.11 got safely a board 
and with a b last of :i.tr.; big whi st: e '!:he eng L1e a.nd i 'i: 8 ·cr.ain started. off . The 
l ine f or some miles runs along t h e s:i.ae of Cl road ! and i t i s.in r eality Cl rai l- 
way l ine pure and s imple , t he t e rn ii.trmm>lc.y'1 c e ing so~n e'X"hat of a mi snomer . 
Th e line being on t he d owng r uc.a going ouhl:trds the J(rain ·travell e d alm os t wit h 
its own momentum, but when ·t h e locomot i ve ha o. t o use s t e a m we \-!ere mad e f u l ly 
aware of the fac t by the shower of suet and sml.!t ",,' i t h whi ch ~"e we r e covered. 
li My word " said ,· one of the party " She primes a. h:: i:' ! 1i b ' l t t he engine-driver only 
looked back at us a nd s miled . We enjoyed the exper. i e nce h owever( as we 'V'~ re 

con "" cious of the f act tha.t rid i ng in c. :>:c.ilw!'"J.y c':1r ric.ge \'las an ordinary a ffair, 
but a ride in a n open t r u ck wi th t he fresi:. air p laying t hrough his whiskers 
( if he1s got any) did mot f all to everyone 1s ~ot , . 

After trav elling for 5 o ~: 6 iJiJ.es 'tie C:: Gm€ -;:C' the f i rs t woodrn ill on the 
line , which is used principally f o r s~wing sleepers fo r use in ext e nd i ng the 
line. As the mill was not lrlo:>:k i ng we did ,:lot S :: op ; b~t s ailed along until we 
came to the seconc. mil l , wh ere two emp t y truck!" ""e:>:"e detc.ched from the train 
and lef t t o be filled. It may b e ment i on ec: e n passc.n "'; "thc1":: n o t~me ' ' 'TaS was ted 
in shunting, the t rucks are meJ~ely d e tached =ru,~ the o the rs j us t a.bove the 
p oints where the s iding r un s t c. the m:'. l :' } cnd t h e res "t of t he ';:rain resumes 
its journey, the d e tached t r ucl-c::s be i.r.g left: to rt:.n ont o ',:ohe s :i.d::.n g by their 
own momentum. 

The line here t akes a t u";-n o:f£ the roed in.to private p rope rty a.nd runs 
through cleared padd ock s for a mile or two, whe n another mi l l ~s r eached and 
the same 02eration is gon e t h r cugh of leaving empty trucks. A belt 
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A T RIP. 'ON THE TOOBORAC T RAM'l/AY - 2. 

A Tlof g reen t i mber i s next reached (probably the forest at Redgate ~ Ed.) a nd t he 

.l i ne then cutsthroughMl;:"c Tehan's property, where another mill is at work. On 


alor<i ~ l."ivai at this part of our journey we met Mr. Tehan himself, and h e r equested 
then

t he se+.vices of one of our party (a meI!lber 6f the medical pJ;:'of~ssion) who acc
ompanied Mr. Tehan to his residence, a mile a way, t ,o ~xam.,i,ne C:>T.l.~ of his f ingers 

was 
we f.

'w'hich had been badly bruised through a horse kicking> him, ' - , . 
kne'll 

lI/ e were left here for a ",hi1e whilst the eng fne procededup a b r anch line tra1 
(the formation which leads into the Military Range Area ? , _. Ed .) to get some dist 
truc k s which had been loaded with \p/ood ready to betoke n ba ck \\Tith us on our lool< 
return journey. Off we started again and after a run of two or three miles van 
r eached the end of the line in this direction, being abou-t nine mi l e s f rom 
S eymour o.s t h e cr.'.')w f li es , the total length of the line being 2 2 mi.1 2s. Anothe r 7-15sawmill is situa t ed here , aI'ldis kept busy all day long. Al l along the B_ne 

of a
from its turn-of f the road mil es of wood is stacked , r e a dy to be loaded when 

bloc
xhe wet weather p revents carting it in f)~om the paddockso The me t h ods of un

and
l oad i ng the drays a t the mills is r',the:~ "..Jr. :!.que , ve r y little hc.ndJ.ing being 

the n e ces'sary. The d rays are some~?!hat s i milar to the ord i n a ry wood d ray , exc ept 
provthat 't h e re are no st'crndards at the front a nd r e a r ,only on the c entre p o rtion t o 0 a nd 0n a rrival at the mill with his l oa d the drive~ ha s simply t o tip it up 

a ga.i nst the sta~k. . . soot 
j oya 

There are a great number of men employed by t he Comp any, fc·r bes i des t h os 
employed in the work ing of the l ine, a lar g e n~mber of w~rkmen a re emga ged in 

t o u c u tting and cart ing the wood, c,nd also .ot the mills , a large s um of mone y being 
afted i sbursed in wages f.ori: rJ.~:g~ltly o 

Hdving ' reached ,the e nd of ouJ:' r'U.n outwa r ds I p repar a tions are mc.de for the 
retu rn j ourney I and as t h e empty truck we rod e i n on ou x' wa.y out wa3 to be l eft tha t 
e t the mill, we had t o vacate i ::: ,which ' was a Cco..,p l i s hed 1ili th o.s much diffic~ tend 
u1ty as that referred 't o in getting i nt o it ? two of t he part y alighting on t hei Cher 
hand a nd k ne es i nstead of their :fe et, t o the amus em ent o·f t h e oth ers . As \"Ie ma tt 
we re t o ' take- back a train of l oaded trucks room ",,'as made f or us on the t end e r ca.rr 
of t he eng.i n e by s hovelling coal into the b ottom of the tender and p l a c i ng bags a la 
of chaff round t o sit on. This b e i ng a ccomplished we s tart ed homewa r d s o The one • 

•' if/eather all the afte rnoon, to s a y the l east of i t , h ad b e en dec idedly f r e s h, cone 
a nd when \"Ie r eached t he mill on Mr. Teho.n ' s p roperty we felt ,",e cou ld d o lr.li t h a t10 
'I something of a wanning nature" and eagerly awai t ed the r e t u rn of the I d oc t 0 r" 
feel ing sur e that IIsomethingil would come along with h i m. T....' o sharp b la.sts of 
t h e whistle were given to acquaint 01.1r friend that we. we re wai t i ng for him , 

THE 1and t h a t i f he d i d not wish to "miss the bus" he had" bette r g e t a move on, s ure il 
Pres ently a buggy was seen coming throuyh the timb e r, but our h opes fe l l to A 
z e r o ( v e ry much zero) when we s a \P/thatour med ical f rie nd h a d come back empty 

The ' h and ed , "and oh, it was so cold!" kc this p oint MrePri nce , Jche manager of the 
C:l7::'f,V:my I who had been on business d01lln the l ine, came aboar d a.nd w~ resumed 01.1_ No.l 
journey . ifl ~ had now a heavy l oa d of a b out 18 t rucks of ,.,o od b eh i nd r.t,:-:: ; and i t 2 
k ep t the f i reman busy s hov elling in t~e coa1- to k e ep up c g ood h ea d of s te·J.m . 
r-Yom our obs,ervations .on that journey hom e we c a.me ·to the c onclus i on t hat i f 3 
a~1.y man e<:lrned his money that firemc.n did . Th e only t hing tha.t cf"tus ed us any 
reg ,-' .;t 1:IOS that we c(l.u14 only l ook at the glo'\trir..g coals f rom our p erch on t h e 
tender r but could n e t fe e l the ir g enial warrr.t he Hewing picked up another 
:::ouple of trucks of wood we speeded onwards , t he :first s t i f f g r a d e b e ing ::::-each 4 
a nd t he f ireman had to careful l y "nursell h is fh::e to k e ep up enoug h s tec.m t o 
en~.lble ou r 11 iron h o r s e" t o rec.ch the t op pf the h ilL But it wo s a c c omp lish,ed, 5 
a nd "" e ·t h e n ha d a l e v e l run for 0 mi l e o r t\o'o ·..u~.t i J. we p ul l ed up to give t he 
engine o. " d rinkll e It ma y b e s 'cated he re tha t the wa t.e r f or the l ocomotive is: 6 
p ump ed from a creek n earby by ~eans of an 011 engine i nto tank s e rec ted c lose 
t c- the line. Anothe r start was made , and soon c.f. t er a nother s tiff p inch i n t h 
l:i.ne made the e ngine 'Ipuff", and \.,e kept t h e fi r eme n b u s y. Darknes s ",-as n ow 
upon us, a nd as the fireb ox of t he engine was opened eve r y nO~1 a nd t hen t h e 
Itt:dd g l ow from the fi r e lit up the tender t one of the p a rt y r emCirkins- t ha.t 

1;'i 8 l ook ed like so many demons pe rched. --p amongs 't the c !)ol s and l i t up by t he 
lurid glow of t he fi re . It seemed so st rang e a nd nove l t o be riding on a 
10c or..1otiv e amongst the g reen timber, 'che t rees i n ma ny CGses bei ng ~ite r::: lose 
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A TRIP ON THE TOOBORAC TP.AM'.1AY - 3 

alongside 'che track. Every now cmd then it seemed we would dash ',into one or 
them in the darkness, a nd as t h d l ight f r om the furnace lit them up the effect 
was . ~trange Q,nd Cllmost lIJ'e ird. Nothing could be seen ahead but d<1rkness, and 
we h ad sirDply to sit still (;,nd t rust to the limon at the lever", who by the way 
kne~ . his· business . (",nd ' ....e felt qui te sa:fe in his hands . Away at the end of the 
traih of loaded t .rucks the l::! ~:<2l :1:11 charge (who acted as guard) could only be 
distingUished by his handlamp, and as he skipped from truck to truck his light 

.~ . - I 

looked like a vHll-o l t h e Vlhisp cl.ol"ting about. No comfortable seat in a guard I s 
van for him. 

At last we reached the end of O';Jr trip, arriving ('it the office a t about 
7-15 pm~ and ds we walked insid e the clerks must have though-t that the remnaht 
of a tribe of aboriginals was pnying t h em 0. visit, as our faces and hands were 
black from t 1'l\) coal dust and s oot, and each one of us wa:::; looking at the other 
and shaking his sides w:tth laughter v f orgetting that we were all '!tarted with 
the same brush: I • HO'w"ever, after a "m.S~1 cnd an appetising hot meal, so kindly 
provided for us! "re felt ne..., m';;!:, Cl!ilcl arc.und the cheery office fire, preparatory 
to our start for h ome, 'ljokes went round a.nd harmless chat'!, and under the 
soothing interest er the IIpip e: 1 ....,e a ll agreed tha t the trip had been a most en
joyable one, despite the ro\\r s ·tClte of ·the atmosphere. 

With grateful feeli ;'1.gs f fJ r the g reat kindness and hospitality extended 
to us; we drove home \~i t h t h e t i .!':::l comd .ctic·n thGt we ho.d spent (l very happy 
afternot)n. 

X:1 the course of ce:::.ve :l: 's t.:',·~ :: , '-G: t'lith one of the offi cials we were informed 
that the corapany has orders fOe : firewood six r.:lonths chead, and intend ex
tending their lines i:o~....o. rds R~.~~;h\<lorth t h :;:'ough t~he Mco Z1l1bool forest (Le. ,1::he 
Chel:"rington li.ne - Ed.) l ur- :ra ngenen t s hdve been me de \dth the gbvernment in the 
matter The managemen t e f t h e whole of t he cO~t1pnny I r; operations is ably0 

carried out <::!.nd reflects g l"eat' ':: :=ed i ':: 0 ::"' U).). c ~.).~c e rned. The company has also 
a large wood bU5ine3 s i~l We:; t A-us trG. l::'G. r on even mo:o:e extensive lines -than this 
one. O:::~7 d ist:.: J.ct i s the ;ce f cn.-o :fD:,:-"cv ..nat e in b.Q<~· ;!..ng su.ch (l large and tlt'6greasiYe 
concera in :its rn:tdst ( ur.d t h e ::3mpGny' s cnter.pI:ise de!3ervea the }lighest commend
ation" 

..'.. _ ____ ....... ,_ ' c. _ . ..... ...... _ ..., • ., ,, . _ ..... ~ '._ ...... .__._. .... .,.,.: .. ':. ,", _, ____ ,__ -______________ _
, .~ ,~ 

THE ,MAPS 

A general lOc~llity map is s h otm on the bock page of the cover. 

The two-inch/mxile mo.ps are as f ollows .. 

No.l McIvor Siding and the first Yew miles of the tramway. 
2 A northwar.ds continuation of map 1. This map includes the sites of 

Parker's Sidi:n.g and Singl eton's S i ding. 
3. 	A northwards continnatJ.on of me.p 2, commencing around the site of 

Singleton l :::; Sidi ng, and GhO'.lr:i.ng the rO-:..lte of the tramway to Triangle 
Junct"ion; and Ch errington Junction on the top right hand corner of the 
map. 

4. 	Commencing at Trio:::.gle J unct i on, sho'Jls most of the Puckapunyal line, 

and the fi r st portion o:f the Cherrington branch. 


5. 	A continuation of the PuckapunyoJ . line " also sho'lli.ng Graytown Junction 
and the first section of the Grc.yto~'\7n lir..e. 

6. 	Shows the fir.st section ,,.£ t h e Cherd .ng ton line from just north of 

Cherrington ,]unc'tioTI, the P'.lcko.punya l line co.:1 be seen in the bottom 

right-ha nd corner of t he map. 


7, 	A continuat ion of t he C;-, e rring ·ton l ine to :~ ts terminus. 

C:::nn1;"dly l s und Kelly:s Sid ings "..ere :1.:1 t h e o.rca shoHn on map 6, but 
thei!' precise Ioentio:). is no t: Im ':J"il!l, 

• 

http:sho'lli.ng
http:GhO'.lr:i.ng
http:continnatJ.on
http:northwar.ds
http:dist:.:J.ct
http:ce:::.ve
http:feeli;'1.gs
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From the "Nagambie Times" 21/2/1913 
"Graytown Jottings" 

A serious accident occurred to Mr. 
and Mrs Kennedy whilst travelling to 
Heathcote. 

"When near the Triangle, and at a 
point where the line runs very close 
to the main road,the train passed them. 
The dense smoke from the locomotive 
getting in front of the horse caused it 
to turn and back towards the line so 
close to the train that one of the 
trucks struck the gig and smashed it 
to pieces .... " 

From the Mclvor Times, 16/4/1914. 

Mr. J. O'Dea of Major's Line wrote to 
the Council complaining that "wood 
stacked adjacent to his property on the 
Mclvor Company's tram line for three 
years and more was a breeding place for 
rabbits". Council decided that "the 
Manager~ attention be drawn to the com
plaint and he to be requested to re
move the wood without delay". 
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From The Mclvor Times and Rodney Advertiser 
20th March 1919 


CHERRINGTON 
/Sawm ·,11 

~"" site 
I (Bulldozing 

has obl;ter
<tfed wdoh

works. 

"At 10 a. m. last Saturday (15/3) Mr Alex 

Anderson, an employee of the State Forest Dept. 

had one leg broken at Singleton's Siding on the 
Mclvor Co. 's tramline. With a gang of men, Mr 
Anderson had just finished loading a QR truck

N with poles, and was pushing it along to attach 
it to some others for transport to Tooborac. 
When the truck had gained some pace Anderson got 
on the step to work the brake. From this position 
he was unable to shift it, and as there ~~s a7\J space between the end of the poles and the truck 
he climbed into it that he might use both hands 
to operate it. Despite his efforts,he could not 
get the brake on,and the truck dashed into the 
others with considerable force. So great was the 
compact (sic) that it caused the poles to jumpTramway a.t 

rODe/siOe nos forward,jamming him against the end of the truck, 

been obl,t- -~--7 
 the end of which had to be cut out to release
era!:ed blJ 

him .... " rood WMks. 
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