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It’s been said that if you put six statisticians in a room together, you'll end up
with seven different opinions. Given the range, and strength, of opinions you see
exhibited from time to time, the same could probably be said of those who are
interested in railways. The need to serve the many disparate interests of enthusiasts
makes publishing a successful railway magazine a challenging task.

Light Railways™ particular niche is narrow gauge and industrial railways, with an
emphasis on presenting the ‘big picture’ (not just ‘what’, but ‘how’ and ‘why’).
Given that, our scope is actually quite broad, encompassing everything from railways
in zoos to those in coal mines, those hauling iron ore to those hauling sewage, and
every kind of motive power from a single human being to multiple diesel-electric
locomotives. Hopefully, with enough variety to keep our readers entertained.

Our last readership survey was done several years ago and, since then, sales
have more than tripled. This means that the likes and dislikes of the majority of
our readers are essentially a mystery to us - though, I should say, a happy mystery,
since a steadily expanding group of you takes the trouble to buy our magazine.

In Australia, as elsewhere, the nature of railway enthusiasm is constantly
changing and, like all magazine editors, we must work hard to respond to these
changes. We plan to conduct another readership survey later this year, to gain a
more accurate picture of where Light Railways fits into the great scheme of things.

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy our latest effort. Bruce Belbin

The Light Railway Research Society of Australia Inc. was formed in 1961 and
caters for those interested in all facets of industrial, private, tourist and narrow
gauge railways in this country and its offshore territories, past and present.

Members are actively involved in researching light railways in libraries and
archives, interviewing knowledgeable first-hand participants and undertaking field
work at industrial sites and in the forests.

Light Railways is the official publication of the Society. All articles and illustrations
in this publication remain the copyright of the author and publisher. Material
submitted is subject to editing, and publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

Articles, letters and photographs of historical and current interest are welcome.
Contributions should be double spaced if typed or written. Electronic formats
accepted in the common standards.

Material is accepted for publication in Light Railways on the provision that the
Society has the right to reprint, with acknowledgement, any material published in
Light Railways, or include this material in other Society publications.

Front Cover: With Graeme Daniel at the throttle and fireman Rob McUtchen enjoying
the breeze, Puffing Billy 2-6-2T 7A charges up the 1 in 30 Emerald Bank at the head of
the Centenary Re-enactment Train, on Monday 18 December, 2000. Photo: Peter Ralph.
Upper Back Cover: 861 (former West Melbourne Gasworks” John Benn) at Cockatoo on
a Lakeside shuttle. Shortly after, 861 failed with a hot bearing and was replaced by 0-6-0DM
D21. Lower Back Cover: NRT1 and Carbon at Emerald, ready for departure to Lakeside,
on the afternoon of 17 December. Pecket 0-4-0ST Sir John Grice waits behind with a
train from Menzies Creek. Photos: Frank Stamford. See full report on pages 16 and 17.
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A Malcolm Moore 4wPM locomotive hau

The |da Bay Railway
and 1ts Locomotives

by John Peterson,Wayne Chynoweth & David
Beck, with additional research by Tony Coen.
Steam locomotive notes by Wayne Chynoweth

Introduction

The 2ft gauge lda Bay Railway is located about 65 miles
south of Hobart in Tasmania and was built by the
Commonwealth Carbide Company to carry limestone from
their quarry west of Lune River to a jetty at Ida Bay. From
the jetty the limestone was transported by sea to a plant at
Electrona about 17 miles south of Hobart where it was used
in the manufacture of acetylene gas.

Transportation of stone from quarries above lda Bay seems
to have commenced about 1919, by the Hydro Electric
Power and Metallurgic Company. They used the recently
abandoned timber tramway of the Lune River mill (Huon
Timber Co.). The quarry company’s improvement and extension
of this tram encouraged the timber company to reopen its
activities in the vicinity of the Marble Reward Quarry and
Dewey Quarry, the Huon Timber Co. carrying the quarry
requirements.

The Huon Timber Co./quarry company line seems to have
been extended to Brick Point (Ida Bay). The Lune mill - Brick
Point section presumably was put in by the quarry company.

The arrival of the first Krauss steam locomotive would
seem to signal the creation of a separate 2ft gauge steel railed
line. A letter to the Director of Public Works in 1921 suggests
that the motivation for this was to increase capacity, proposing
that as the grade is with the load, the daily amount of freight out-
wards is practically only limited by the rolling stock available and the
number of trucks the 10-ton locomotive can take up to the quarries.*
In the same letter the need for a new steel line was empha-
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towards Lune River, April 1971. t-Photo: Frank Stamford

sised by the dangers to carbide production posed by the exist-
ing wooden railed line passing for 11/2 miles through dense
scrub and the consequent serious fire danger. It seems that the
first Krauss locomotive was owned by the Carbide company
by the end of 1921, before the 2ft gauge line was actually
built sometime between 1922 and 1925.

Ultimately, four steam and five internal combustion loco-
motives were used at Ida Bay. The history of these has been
thoroughly researched by Wayne Chynoweth as detailed below.

Early operation and modernisation

The early methods of operation involved the hand loading of
limestone into small four-wheeled wagons at the quarry site.
These wagons were then hauled by steam locomotive to a river
side jetty initially about five miles distant where the limestone was
hand loaded into boats for transport to the plant at Electrona.

At some stage, estimated to be around the late 1940s or early
1950s, the method of operation was extensively modernised
to reduce labour needs and to increase the supply of limestone.
At the quarry end, loading was done by earthmoving
machinery. Wagons were designed with removable wooden
box containers which were removed and placed onto a vessel
at the jetty and transferred from the boat to trucks for the
final journey to the plant. The wagons were braked with
wooden blocks which dropped onto the wheels after being
activated by the bunching of couplings, and released when
the strain was taken up.

The line at some stage was extended a further 4 miles to
serve a new jetty at Deep Hole. This was the site of an earlier
jetty for loading timber from the surrounding district. It is
unclear whether the silting up of Ida Bay or the desire to use
larger vessels was the reason behind this change. Some rail in
use on this section is ex Bellerive/Sorrell which the company
purchased in 1935, suggesting an approximate time for this
extension. Other rail used on this section is 42Ib rail near the
junction with the old line; 30Ib to near the cemetery; 42Ib ex
Sorrell to beyond Garub Point; ex TGR 50Ib to the terminus.
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Pl
% Anti-clockwise, from above: On 9 May
% 1993, a double-headed tourist train, hauled
® by Hunslet 0-4-2T No.6 OLD THOMAS
and Malcolm Moore 4wDM No.2, crosses
the highway at Lune River. Photo: Lindsay
Whitham O The four-wheel petrol railmotor,
with trailer attached, used for transporting
workers to the quarry, and for carrying bush-
walkers to the start of the track to Mt Perouse
and all points west, 25 January 1958.
Photo: David M Wilson [0 The jetty, seen
in April 1971, with regular shunting loco
No.4, the only Malcolm Moore on the line to
be fitted with an open cab. Photo: Frank
Stamford [0 Malcolm Moore loco No.5 at
the Lune River depot in Commonwealth
Carbide days. The unusual inertia brakes can
be seen on the first wagon. Photo: Tony Coen
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Operation with petrol locomotives

From 1948, five Malcolm Moore V8 petrol locomotives
were obtained to form the main motive power over the next
25 years. Daily operation during this period was reported as
varying according to the previous day’s operations and on which
boat was being loaded. Around 5 or 6 trains, each consisting
of 12 wagons, were run each day. The headquarters and a
crossing point were situated at Lune River, at about the mid-
point on the line, where the line crossed the main road from
Hobart. Full trains from the quarry met empties returning
from the jetty at this point. As there was no loop provided,
the procedure was for full trains to wait on the quarry side
with locomotive and wagon brakes on until the empty train
arrived from the jetty and reversed into a level siding.
This enabled the full train to continue with the benefit of the
continuous downhill grade with the load from the quarry to
Ida Bay.

Two driving styles were used depending on the driver. One
method involved driving the locomotive flat out with the
wagon brakes on. The other method involved driving quickly
to maintain stretch in the couplings. Reversing the empties
into the siding at Lune River would have been difficult
enough given greasy rails.

Loops were provided at each end of the line for the loco-
motives to run around their trains. Turntables were also used
to ensure that locomotives always ran bonnet first. At the
quarry end there were single bladed points through which
fully loaded trains were shunted.When loading at the jetty, a
locomotive was generally stationed there for shunting purposes.

As the jetty and quarry were not yet connected by road,
the railway was the sole means of communication. Bulldozers
and other heavy equipment, for example, were transported
on specially-designed bogie wagons.Workers were transported
in a delightfully archaic railmotor converted from a vintage
car, or in loco hauled wagons if this was unavailable.

Photographs of the line in industrial service show at least
one of the Malcolm Moore locomotives with what looks like
the standard canopy fitted by the builder as shown in original
plans. Most locomotives sported cabs of different design.
Another feature that made this line unusual is that in spite of
such apparently intensive operations, all the locomotives
retained petrol engines during their industrial service. Most
intensive users tended to replace the thirsty V8 motors with

In 1985 and 1987, the Tasmanian Steam Preservation Society’s
Krauss 0-4-0T (comprising parts of 5682 of 1906 and 5800 of
1907) visited the line. Frank Stamford photographed it at the head of

a three-car consist in April 1987.
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Single bladed points at the quarry, 3 Noovember, 1971. Photo: Ray Graf
diesels, as happened later at Ida Bay when the line became a
tourist operation. It is likely that the company may have had
a plentiful supply of spare engines and components, obtained
cheaply, when considering that engine life would have been
about two years based on the way the locomotives were used.

Tourist Operations

During 1975, the line ceased being used for industrial
purposes. It was purchased by the Tasmanian Government in
1977 for tourist operations and was subsequently taken over
by a succession of tourist concerns. The layout was changed
with balloon loops installed at the Lune River depot and
Deep Jetty which were the new termini with the rest of the
line becoming disused. Bogie carriages were also constructed.

Various leaseholders tried and failed to make a living from the
line, and stripped some of the assets in order to survive. The
picturesque line from Lune River to the quarry was ripped
up and sold. Operators are understood to have included The
Lune River Railway Co (J Molyneux & R Ludbey), 1979-
80, and lda Bay Railway Pty Ltd (Mike & Faye Williams),
1981-7. The present leaseholder, Peter Fell of Hobart
(TransDerwent Ferry and Railway Company) who began
operations in 1988, is the first railway enthusiast to attempt
anything with the railway. Management of the line with paid
employees has proved unviable and has been replaced by
Sunday only operations from Easter to December using a
small but growing band of volunteers. At present the railway
is run as a sort of club, but without elections, politics etc.
Work is voluntary where possible but paid where there is no
alternative. All income goes back into the railway. The
emphasis is on having a fun time for all involved.

Currently, all locomotives and rolling stock are kept under
cover, and a new station is being built at Lune River. One
bogie carriage is being rebuilt into an “observation car”.
A new railmotor loosely based on aVictorian Railways AEC
is now in operation. The Hunslet locomotive is hired from
the Don River railway but is seldom used since it is a heavy
drain on finances given present patronage, but is being
retained as a high priority for the group in the future. Two
steam locomotive frames from the Tullah tramway are also on
site, believed to be from Orenstein & Koppel 719 and Fowler
17732, and also here is the charming petrol rail motor which
dates from Commonwealth Carbide days.



Steam locomotives

Krauss 5682 1906 2-4-0T 10 tons 9in x12in cylinders
24in driving wheels

This was purchased new by the Sandfly Colliery Co. from
Lohmann Brothers of Melbourne, agents for Krauss? , and
shipped to Margate, arriving in early 1907.° Being new and
heavier than the other Sandfly loco, Krauss 4526, it was
regarded as their No.1 locomotive. It was used on the Sandfly
Colliery tramway by the successive owners and lessees, being
the sole locomotive after 1914 until stranded by a bushfire in
January 1920. As rebuilding the burnt-out bridge was too
expensive, the locomotive was left idle, with a timber shed
built around it for protection. In June 1922, the dismantling
of the tramway from the colliery end reached the locomotive
and so it was removed to Margate, a temporary section of line
having been built around the burnt bridge*. The locomotive
was sold to the Carbide and Electro Products Company® for
use on the Ida Bay line. In 1935 the state of the boiler ren-
dered the locomotive out of use until it was reboilered in
1938 with an identical boiler except that the furnace was steel
instead of copper.©

The locomotive continued to work until 1948" when it
was put out of service with the arrival of the first petrol
locomotive, and it was later dismantled. In the late 1960s - early
1970s the boiler, tanks, cab etc were combined with the frame
and wheels of Krauss 5800 by the Tasmanian Steam
Preservation Society for their tramway at Karoola®. This loco-
motive paid a visit to the Ida Bay Railway in March of 1985
and of 1987 to help generate custom for the new tourist line.
Since 1994 it has been at the Redwater Creek Steam &
Heritage Society Inc site at Sheffield.

Krauss 2640 1892 0-4-0T 6 tons 6%/2in x11lin cylinders
24in driving wheels

This was imported to Australia by agents Bloomfield Brothers
of Melbourne® and purchased by the Zeehan Tramway
Company for their tramway system serving the mining town
of Zeehan in western Tasmania.*® The locomotive arrived in

P e et
Krauss 2640 operated on the Tullah Tramway between 1908 and
1921, where it was known as PUPPY, because of its high pitched
‘bark’. In 1915, legendary Tasmanian photographer H J King
photographed it at work. Photo: Phil Belbin collection
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Krauss 68-2, an unusual outside-framed 2-4-0T, at the Lune River
quarry. Photo: Bruce Macdonald collection

fitted together to be given a trial run on Wednesday 4
October®. It worked the passenger service as well as carting ore
from the mines to the railway yards, but the busy schedule
and the poorly laid track® took their toll and in October
1895, it broke down. It was transported to the Tasmanian
Government Railways workshops at Strahan and received a
complete overhaul receiving practically a new boiler, the dome and
copper firebox being the only parts of the old boiler used again®.
The repairs and alterations were carried out under the
supervision of Mr W R Deeble, Government inspector at
Strahan, and the locomotive was returned to Zeehan and
re-entered service on Wednesday 22 November 1895%.
Whilst the locomotive was out of service, the company used
horses on the tramway.

In January 1899 a second, more powerful, Krauss locomotive
(3941 of 1898) was introduced to the system and Krauss 2640
became little used and was placed “out of use” until 1903
when it was again required and re-entered service®. In early
1908, another new Krauss (5800 of 1907) was put into service
and Krauss 2640 was soon afterwards sold to Dunkley Brothers,
Zeehan timber and firewood merchants, who initially used it
to assist with the final stages of construction of their tramway
to extensive timber belts north of Zeehan®.

In May 1908, Dunkley Brothers successfully contracted to
complete the new Tullah Tramway for the North Mount
Farrell Company and later in the year®, the Krauss was
transported to Tullah to assist with the construction and subse-
quent operation of the tramway. While at Tullah it became
known as PUPPY because of its high-pitched “bark”z.
Dunkley Brothers retained the operating lease until 1921
when the North Mount Farrell Company took over the
operations of their tramway®. Dunkleys kept the locomotive
although they didn’t need it again until 1924, when it was
used at their sawmill at Trowutta in north-western Tasmania,
hauling in eucalypt and blackwood logs from the bush and
possibly at their nearby Nagabeena mill where it is believed
to have sat idle after 1926.*

In 1934, the poor condition of Krauss 5682 at Ida Bay®
prompted the Commonwealth Carbide Company to seek
another locomotive, and they purchased Krauss 2640 from
Dunkley Brothers. It was transported to lda Bay, presumably
by boat, started work in October 1934%, and continued until
about September 1937%, when the new Hunslet locomotive
arrived from England and took over operations. Krauss 2640
was stored derelict at the Ida Bay workshops until scrapped
in 1938.%
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Hunslet 1844 1937 0-4-2T 8 tons (empty) 9in x
12in cylinders  26%2in driving wheels

Ordered new by the Australian Commonwealth Carbide
Co.%, it commenced operations at Ida Bay in September
1937, replacing Krauss 2640.* The locomotive continued to
operate on the tramway until 1952%, after the introduction of
the fifth Malcolm Moore petrol locomotive in 1951* had
finally made it surplus to requirements even as the spare loco-
motive, though it was much more powerful than the petrol
locos. It was stored at the Ida Bay workshops until 1971%
when it was purchased by the Van Diemen Light Railway
Society and ended up at their Don River Railway Museum
in north-western Tasmania. While there it was partially dis-
mantled® and housed in a shed, until the early 1990s, when
it was leased to the TransDerwent Ferry and Railway Co,
who restored the locomotive® including painting it red, num-
bering it No.6, and naming it OLD THOMAS. The finished
locomotive was put on display in Hobart on 14-15 November
1992% when it was steamed up on a road trailer outside the
TransDerwent ferry wharf promoting its return to the lda Bay
Railway. On Monday 16 November it was taken down to the
Ida Bay depot, steamed up and given a trial run and again the
next day around the depot area®, but gear problems delayed
its official commencement until Mothers’ Day, 9 May 1993%.
The original appearance of the Hunslet was compromised
around 1995 with the removal of the full length canopy to
encourage more passengers, especially Thomas the Tank Engine
fans. It was used on the railway for special occasions only
until suffering a mishap necessitating boiler work before a
return to service.
Krauss 5988 1908 0-4-0T 9in x 12in
cylinders  24in driving wheels

Ordered new by the Mount Lyell Mining and Railway
Company for their narrow gauge system at Queenstown,
western Tasmania. It was numbered 9 and commenced
operations in late 1908 or early 1909, having been fitted
together and trialled at the Company’s workshops. Being one
of the larger 10-ton Krauss locomotives, it was used mainly on
the main system between Queenstown and the smelters and
reduction works at Penghana, including the passenger service for
the workers. In 19354, it was withdrawn from service probably
due to a deteriorating boiler. Interestingly, the number 10
Krauss boiler also needed replacement at the same time and
the Company chose to reboiler that unit straight away and
quickly return it to service. Krauss 5988 finally received a

10 tons

=

Krauss 5988, still carrying its original Mt Lyell number, at work on
the Tullah Tramway. Photo: Ralph Proctor
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its new owners at Don River.

Photo: Ray Graf

new boiler, constructed at the Company’s workshops, in
1941* and returned to service until 1947 when it was not
required further and so was sold to the Australian
Commonwealth Carbide Co.*® for use at Ida Bay. It was
acquired to replace Krauss 5682 but from its commencement
of service in 1947 its weight proved too heavy for the track*
so it had limited usage, especially after the arrival of the first
Malcolm Moore petrol locomotive in 1948%. Krauss 5988
was sold in 1950 to the Farrell Mining Company at Tullah,
western Tasmania® and was used intermittently until 1960
when it was stored at the mine.”” In 1972 it was donated to
the Van Diemen Light Railway Society by the Electrolytic
Zinc Company.®® After a period in storage, it was taken to the
Don River Railway Museum in 1977 where it was displayed*
until 1987. It then went to Burnie for restoration for the
Wee Georgie Wood Steam Railway*, arriving back in Tullah
by 1997.*

Malcolm Moore V8 petrol locomotives

Malcolm Moore 1010, 1017, 1038, 1052 & 1056 1943
4wPM  32hp 24in driving wheels

These five locomotives were obtained from the War
Department and were put into service between 1948 and
1951. Unfortunately the government inspector did not take
note of the Malcolm Moore builder’s numbers but numbers
1 and 2 were first inspected at Ida Bay 21 September 1948,
number 3 first inspected on 20 September 1949, and two
further locomotives on 19 September 1950 and 18 September
1951 respectively.®

One locomotive continued to carry an original pattern
Malcolm Moore open canopy (with curtains for inclement
weather) although there seems to be some confusion as to
identity in industrial service. The other four locomotives had
been fitted with enclosed cabs more suited to the south
Tasmanian winter climate.

What made this line unusual is that despite such apparently
intensive operations, all of the locomotives retained the Ford
V8 motors during industrial service. Most extensive users
tended to replace the thirsty motors with diesels as indeed
was done later when the line was used as a tourist operation.
David Beck has suggested that the company may have had a
plentiful supply of spare engines and parts which were
bought cheaply with the original locomotives. He estimates
that engine life would have been around two years based on
how they were used on the line.
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In 1977,1056 had its ForaVS petrol engine replaced by a six-cylinder
Perkins diesel, the frames being extended to accommodate the larger unit.
Jim Shugg found 1056 parked near the depot in February 1980.

The current status of the locomotives is as follows:
1010: Old number 1. Frames and body panels only in Peter
Fell’s Hobart yard. Still carries No.1.
1017: Number 2 when noted in 1971; current number 2;
converted to a tram by Peter Fell. The “front” has been reversed
and a wooden box built on the frame. This unit is called
TEDDY BEAR.The vibrations have caused some damage to
the body. There are some problems with the gear change. This
is a comfortable and fun locomotive. It is currently due for
some modification and strengthening as well as the removal
of its name.
1038: Number 3 when noted in 1971; current number 1.
Isuzu diesel fitted, 1981; described as “very tired” but used
often as a spare.
1052: Number 4 when noted in 1971; Hillman petrol engine
fitted 1977.This was the jetty shunter with the original open
cab. Currently derelict at 1da Bay; frame in one spot; body in
another; no wheels and other parts missing; recently builder’s
plate in the dash went missing.
1056: Number 5 when noted in 1971; current number 3.
Perkins diesel engine fitted 1977. Currently fitted with Isuzu
diesel engine; engine reconditioned in 1996 and runs well.

LUNE RIVER
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An Evening Run on
the Mossman Central

by E M (Mike) Loveday

It is a fine sunny afternoon in early spring, as springs go in Far
North Queensland. In the yard of the Mossman Central Mill
preparations are being made for the hand over of locomotives
between shifts. The day crews are taking on water and filling
sand domes after completing their runs and evening shift engine
crews take over their locomotives. The drivers are filling their
oil cans and are oiling around while the firemen fill drinking
water bags and, after pushing the remaining billets of firewood
in the firebox to one side with the ‘pricker’, shovel out the
clinkers on the other side of the grate, then, moving the fire
to the other side, clean out the clinkers on the first side.
The drivers ‘oil around’, at the same time making sure there
are no breakages in the springs, suspension and motion of
their locomotives.

The crews going off duty hand over their running sheets to
the relieving men. The running sheets are attached to clipboards
and show, in one column, a list of farmers’ names in the order
as they appear on the run. Other columns show the number
of empty cane trucks, trucks of fertiliser and rail bogies (of
portable track) delivered to these farmers from the mill. Yet
another column shows trucks of cane collected. There is also
space for notes by engine crews about faults on the track,
engine maintenance and needed repairs, the numbers of out
of order cane trucks and other matters.

The relieving driver glances over the running sheet of the
off-going men (the previous crew), takes their running sheet to
the traffic office and receives his own running sheet in return.
While the driver, whose name is Bill, is in the traffic office, his
fireman, who is known as Jim, has taken from the lamp room

'-“1:_ -I-Ill:-': Fhp-
Fowler 0-6-0T PIONEER (8047 of 1899), with driver Iva Evans on the footplate, in 1950.The loco is fitted a ‘Cheney Spark Nullifier’

aWA invention first used in Queensland at Bingera mill, and brought to Mossman by chief engineer Arthur Gees.
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the hurricane lamps to be used on the run, the lamps having
been cleaned and filled by the yard rousabout. This rousabout
attends to the drying of sand for locomotive purposes also.

On receiving his own running sheet, Bill checks over any
points that need clarification and returns to his engine. After a
short toot on the whistle to indicate he is moving the loco-
motive, it heads for the firewood stack with Jim walking ahead
setting the points. At the woodheap they throw out a small
mountain of firewood beside the engine cab. Jim climbs onto the
footplate and Bill hands him the firewood which Jim passes
into the firebox, taking care to build up the fire neatly and not
allowing any air spaces between billets which would allow
holes to develop in the body of the fire. This is important as a
carelessly laid fire would prevent the engine steaming well.

Jim lays the billets lengthwise against the tubes, then fills
the space under the firedoor with billets lying crosswise.
When the fire has been built up near the crown sheet Jim says
“that’s enough!” and slams the firedoor. They stack the
remainder, nearly a cord of firewood, on the tender, with a
few pieces on the footplate. All this time the cylinder drains
have been left open until they start their run.

Bill moves the engine off to the rail yard to pick up a pair
of loaded rail bogies and takes the engine and rails to the
fertiliser shed to add eight cane trucks loaded with sacks of
fertiliser to the rake. The fertiliser is destined for some farms
along the Mowbray Valley Branch.

Meanwhile a Shire Council locomotive with two waggons
of general goods and a combination passenger-guards van has
come along Mill street to the Mossman sugar mill. It had
taken on water at the Shire Council yard in Mill street and
had picked up passengers and ‘roadside’ to be dropped along
the line to Port Douglas as well as any freight to be delivered
at Colenso, Ferndale and Port Douglas. This train backs
around the ‘town’ leg of the ‘angle’ (triangle) at the throat of
the mill yard and proceeds onto the sugar loading lines.
Loaded waggons of bagged raw sugar covered with tarpaulins

Photo: E M Loveday
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securely sheeted down wait here for transport to Port Douglas.

The guard of the Port Douglas tram goes into the mill traffic
office to get the consignment notes for the loaded sugar and
anything else the mill is sending to Port Douglas or places
along the line. Leaving the traffic office the guard picks up a
staff for the section which hangs on a hook on the wall outside
the office and returns to his combination van, which has been
shunted in the meantime to the back of the waiting waggons
with bagged sugar.

These staffs, one for each of the two Shire Council
engines, were introduced by the Shire Council after some
near collisions on the Mossman-Cassowary Junction section
of the track to Port Douglas. In particular, the curve and dip
onto the rail bridge at the South Mossman River was a danger
spot. There is a telephone box and a post with hooks to hang
the staffs on at Cassowary Junction. This system of protecting
Council trams was not fool proof but gave some protection.
Drivers noting the staffs being or not being at the mill traffic
office or at Cassowary Junction could ring through to ascer-
tain the traffic situation.

The Port Douglas tram hoots and stretches its couplings
with various creaks and groans as the engine begins to move
its load to the throat of the yard and gathers speed down the
short grade to Parker’s Creek bridge. The driver sounds the
whistle in a long wailing blast as it nears the bridge in case
someone is taking a short cut into town.

The Chief Cane Inspector comes to the mill loco as Bill
backs it down to make up enough empties for the rake. Jim
takes a hurricane lamp, lights it, and walks back with it along
the empty trucks, counting the required number, and ties the
lighted lantern on the rear right hand stanchion of the cane
truck then returns to the engine, checking on the couplings
as he walks back.

The Chief Cane Inspector has been talking to Bill, asking him
if he is agreeable to take a passenger on the engine. A visitor
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to the mill has asked to be taken out on the MowbrayValley run
and has been given permission to ride on the locomotive. Bill
is non-commital but agrees. Passengers riding on the loco can
be in the way but, as the mill office has authorised the passenger
to accompany them, he does not raise any objections. The
Chief Cane Inspector tells Bill the passenger can board the
loco at the traffic office where he can wait for Bill and Jim.

They draw the tram out of the empty line and halt briefly
while Bill goes into the traffic office for any last minute
instructions about crossing other trams, where the ‘Seven Mile’

In June 1947, the Mowbray Tram is passing down Mill Street, Mosman, headed by the Shire Council’s Orenstein & Koppel 0-4-4-0T compound

loco DOUGLAS. (B/N 943 of 1902).
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